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February 2017 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
The Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (DEED) has selected Data 
Recognition Corp. (DRC) as its vendor for statewide student assessments in English language arts, 
math, and science. This new assessment, Performance Evaluation of Alaska's Schools (PEAKS), 
will be administered during the testing window of March 28-April 28, with specific testing dates 
determined by your student’s school.  Students will take the English language arts and math 
assessments in grades 3 to 10, and the science assessments in grades 4, 8, and 10.   
 
Enclosed with this letter are“Why Should my Child Take the State Assessment” and “Your 
Student’s Computer-Based PEAKS Experience,” informative documents released by DEED.  The 
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District has additional information for parents available at 
www.k12northstar.org/Page/6352.   
 
If you have any questions about the upcoming spring assessment, please call the Department of 
Teaching and Learning at 452-2000 ext. 11422. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.k12northstar.org/Page/6352
March 20, 2017

Michael A. Angaiak
Principal, Anne Wien Elementary



Why Should My Child Take the State Assessment? 

What is my child tested on in the spring? 
 

Each spring, schools give the statewide assessment to students in grades 3 – 10. This test provides students 
the opportunity to show their understanding of important skills in English language arts, mathematics, and 
science at their grade level. 
 

Why is assessment important in my child’s education? 

There are five essential questions that we ask (and answer) in regard to student learning every day in our 
classrooms: 

1. What do we want our students to know and do? (Effective statewide standards) 
2. How will we teach them? (Effective local curriculum and instruction) 
3. How will we know if they learned it? (Effective assessment) 
4. What will we do if they do not learn it? (Effective intervention) 
5. What will we do if they already know it? (Effective enrichment) 

Effective assessment is the bridge between teaching the standards and ensuring that support is available for 
all students. It is a key part of student learning, and everything we do should work toward this goal. 

 
How is this assessment meaningful for my child? 

The statewide assessment is a summative assessment, which is just one piece of a balanced assessment 
system. Summative assessments are designed to give information on a student’s understanding of the 
state’s English language arts, mathematics, and science standards. When administered over multiple years, 
this assessment is even more meaningful because it informs you on how far your child has progressed in 
their learning. 
 

Why does DEED give a statewide assessment? 

First, we want to be able to inform parents, educators, policy makers, the community, and businesses how 
our schools and districts are performing. Second, after we have determined how our schools are 
performing, we want to identify schools in the most need of school improvement efforts. Third, we want to 
ensure there is equity in education. Our mission is to provide an excellent education to every student every 
day. 
 

Why is it important for my child to participate in the statewide assessment? 

Educators make decisions locally about how to teach Alaska’s standards. With this in mind, the summative 
assessment is a standardized way to determine in a uniform manner how well your child’s school and 
district are performing. Also, at the state level, we invest over a billion dollars in public education each 
year, and the citizens of Alaska have a right to know if that money is contributing to increased learning for 
students. 
Parents have the right to make educational decisions for their child; please check with your district for 
more information. 

More information can be found at education.alaska.gov/tls/assessments/.  We also encourage you to view 
DEED’s video on “Assessments: Why Are They Important?” at https://vimeo.com/193465985.   
 
 

  FAQs about the Statewide Summative Assessment 
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development    December 2016 

 
 

education.alaska.gov/tls/assessments/
https://vimeo.com/193465985
https://vimeo.com/193465985


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Student’s Computer-Based PEAKS Experience 

 
In spring 2017 students in Alaska will take the Performance Evaluation for Alaska’s Schools 
(PEAKS) for the first time. This assessment measures the skills and concepts in the Alaska 
Math and English Language Arts Standards. 

Many students will take PEAKS using a computer. Students will use the device that they 
use in their classrooms: a laptop, tablet, or desktop computer. Computer-based tests also 
have built-in tools for students to use while they work. These tools are like the ones 
teachers use in the classroom. Students can use a highlighter, calculator, or a sticky note. 
Another kind of tool that students have is called “masking.” It allows students to cover up 
parts of the information on the screen so that it is easier to focus. Students can also have 
scratch paper and a pencil to use outside of the computer. On a computer-based test, 
students might highlight a part of a story, put ideas in order, drag and drop items in a math 
problem, or draw a graph. 

Some students might have more tools. Students who have a learning disability or are 
English learners can have a tool called “text-to-speech.” Text-to-speech reads the test 
questions and answer choices to the student. 

Most tools are available for all students. They will be there when they log into the test. 
Other tools require a teacher to turn them on. If you have questions about what tools your 
student has on the test, talk to your student’s teacher or the principal. 

Students will have access to two different resources to prepare for the spring computer- 
based test. 

Student Tutorials are web-based videos that introduce the computer-based test using 
sample items, animation, and closed captioning to describe the test tools and 
navigation through the test. 

Online Tools Training (OTT) offer a hands-on opportunity for students to become 
familiar with the INSIGHT test engine (the program that the test runs on) and practice 
using the tools. 

You can access the tutorials or OTT to view what kinds of questions your student will be 
answering. Directions for accessing these resources can be found on the PEAKS webpage 
at https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/PEAKS.html. 

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/PEAKS.html


 

Tools available on ELA, Math, and Science assessments 
 

 
 

Pointer – Used to select answers and tools within the test. 

 

 
 

Cross-Off—Cross out/eliminates multiple-choice answers 

 

 
 

Highlighter—Highlights text 

 

 
 
 

Magnifier—Magnify/enlarge the entire screen, including all text, 
images, and objects, for better viewing. The tool magnifies the 
screen by 150% or 200%. 

 

 
 

Line Guide—Movable, straightedge line used to follow along with 
each line of text. 

 

 
 

Help—The Help Library provides information on tool usage, test 
directions, and helpful hints on using the student test engine. 

 

 
 
 

Sticky Notes (Scratch Paper)—Creates and places a note on the 
screen in which a student can type a short message for later 
reference. 

 

 
 

Reference Materials—Includes a Formula Sheet or Periodic Table to 
aid students in answering a question. 

 
 

Tools specific to the PEAKS Math Assessment 
 

 
 

Calculators—Basic four-function and scientific calculators are available at 
specific grade levels 

 

 
 

Graphing Tool—Used to graph one or several functions. Includes zoom and 
trace features. 

 
 

Additional tool available to some students 
 

 
 

Text-to-Speech —Starts, stops, or provides starting points for the 
student to select where the speech should start. 

 

 

 


